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In July of 2009 I reviewed Walter Wilson's Pauline Parallels: A Comprehensive Guide and in the
review I expressed some confusion over why he'd base his work on the NASB and not the Greek
text. I then suggested that an all Greek or a Greek-English diglot version would be preferable and
far more beneficial to the student of the Pauline corpus. Certain readers of that review expressed
doubts about how such a project would turn out since it would doubtlessly produce a rather
massive volume. Wilson’s work includes material from the Old Testament, Apocrypha, and
pertinent extra-biblical literature along with the parallels from the entire New Testament so a
Greek-English diglot would require multiple volumes if a publisher would want to keep it at a
manageable size (keep in mind that Patricia Elyse Terrell published the thousand-plus page
volume Paul’s Parallels: An Echoes Synopsis the same year as Wilson’s work and it contained only
English text!).

So how does a publisher address such concerns? How do they provide a volume that presents
Paul’s Greek along with an English translation and parallel material? They do so by contracting
James P. Ware to put together the volume under review: Synopsis of the Pauline Letters in Greek
and English. Unlike Wilson and Terrell, Ware employs the Greek text (taken from the NA27)
and English translation on facing pages (taken from the NRSV), all the while maintaining a slim
volume (it measures .75” thick). He’s able to do so by focusing solely on Paul’s letters and the
book of Acts and ignoring extraneous material. This has both advantages and disadvantages
which I will mention below.



The book’s format is indeed “innovative” (as Ware states in the introduction [xi]) in that it
arranges the material according to topic and numbers each category (177 in all) for ease of
reference. The topics are labeled according to the “structural, formal, or thematic relationships
connecting the passages” (xii). Ware notes that there is a subjective element in just such labeling
but he believes that “the choice of thematic topics reflects, as far as possible, Paul’s own categories
of thought, as informed by current scholarship on Paul, while avoiding the imposition of any
particular view of Paul’s theology.” (xii) The reader is able to navigate this volume by referring to
the Table of Parallels (xix-xxvii) where they will find the Scripture reference followed by the
section number (not the page number) where the material can be found or the Table of Topics in
which they’ll see all 177 topics (which are divided according to Epistolary Structure [1-8],
Epistolary Forms [9-14], Literary Forms [15-22], Themes [23-161], Key Events [162-66], and Co-
Workers [167-77]) listed in order. One could, if they so chose, also refer to the subject index in
order to find the section (again, it lists section and not page numbers) where the topic they want
to study appears but this seems unnecessary given the clear guides in the front matter.

As stated above, the Greek text is the Nestle-Aland 27th edition and the English text in the New
Revised Standard Version. These are, of course, standard works in the field of Biblical studies so
it makes perfect sense to employ them in such a resource. In addition to these texts are
apparatuses to help the reader work through the most important text critical issues. Ware tells us
that:

A streamlined textual apparatus in the synopsis provides the most essential
manuscript evidence for a select number of the more important textual variants
within Paul’s letters and Acts. The variants were selected based on their
importance for exegesis and include over 175 of the most significant points of
textual variations within the Pauline epistles and the book of Acts. The apparatus
exhibits for each variant the evidence of all available papyri, the most critical
uncials, and a handful of essential miniscules. (xiii)

There is a guide for using the Greek textual apparatus on pp. xv-xvii which provides a brief
introduction about the apparatus and states the reasons for choosing the variants, a list of all the
manuscripts cited in the apparatus, and a key for deciphering the sigla and abbreviations used in
the Greek text and apparatus. For the English apparatus we’re informed that it “includes all of
the NRSV’s text critical notes, supplemented or corrected where necessary, together with a
substantial number of additional notes created for this volume.” (xiii)

Above I mentioned the advantages and disadvantages of Ware’s focusing solely on the Pauline
letters and Acts and let me just say that the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages in my
mind.



First, this decision kept the volume at a manageable size. This may seem like a frivolous concern
but a large volume like Terrell’'s Paul’s Parallels comes with a prohibitive price tag, retailing for
$225! What good are all the echoes and allusions in the world if they can’t be studied because no
one can get their hands on the source in which theyre presented? By keeping this volume slim
it’s able to sell at a reasonable price which in turn means it’s more readily available to students of
Paul’s writings.

Second, by only using Paul’s letters and Acts we're given access to the Greek text. Ware explains
that the parallel passages were “selected entirely on the basis of the Greek text” so that the “varied
connections between parallel passages in this work are often only fully evident in the original
Greek, not the English translation.” (xiii) This might be taken as a disadvantage for some readers
(those readers should then pick up Wilson's work instead) but for the student engaged in exegesis
this is the only way to go. Access to the Greek text and the textual apparatus puts Ware’s work
head and shoulders above the works that came before it.

Third, by focusing solely on Paul we're treated to what are arguably closer and more proper
parallels. Comparing Paul with Paul increases the chances of conscious effort on Paul’s part to
express the same thought in different passages or to adhere to the same structure in his
presentation to his audiences. When looking to extra/non-biblical material the likelihood for
coincidental similarities is drastically increased and it’s no secret that scholars are fond of finding
connections where none really exist. As Ware says in the introduction, “The inclusion of all the
Pauline letters together with related passages from Acts thus permits the user to do comparative
study of any passage within the Pauline corpus in light of the entire canonical witness to Paul’s
teaching and mission within the New Testament.” (xi, emphasis mine) In other words, this
decision gives us more insight into Paul than it does into the larger setting in which Paul existed.

The one significant disadvantage I see in this approach is the lack of reference to and interaction
with Paul’s use of the OT. This is a significant part of Paul’s writing and its exclusion in this
volume is unfortunate. Even if direct quotations and allusions couldn’t be provided in the text
itself, notes with an accompanying appendix in the back of the book would have proven useful.

I'd like to end this review with a few words about the physical and aesthetic quality of this
volume. As I've repeatedly mentioned, it’s a slim and manageable book which adds to its appeal,
but it’s also incredibly well produced. The navy blue hardcover with silver lettering is attractive
to the eye and looks really good on the shelf; the sewn binding is magnificent and allows it to lay
flat from any point where you open it; the paper has a nice thickness and opacity which
eliminates virtually all ghosting; and the font used for the Greek text is a wonderful Gentium (it
looks to be the same as that used in Michael Holmes’ The Apostolic Fathers, 3rd ed.). The layout



is also well-done, as neither the Greek nor the facing English ever feels cramped, although for my
eyes I wouldn’t have minded a slightly larger font. And finally, the margins at the top and
bottom of each page are spacious and call out for note taking. Below you’ll see actual scans of a
couple of pages so you can see exactly what I'm talking about. But it should go without saying
that Synopsis of the Pauline Letters in Greek and English is a reference tool that I enthusiastically
recommend to any and all students of the NT.

wa imb Kupion.

ey pip i - 'nlmﬂ\rn(su(rw[w v ﬂ\lmp\,
i : P i1

i Beod Fyopry, oisiav & m i )
iy £ ol evpavoic. dual pip b i Tl miven. Fippdi el mepamolmen BaEng robwuploy
toimy orovilowey Té oikmipiov kv Cat 127 Aty Treed Xpretod.
b i odpavod inevbiosctan dmimollotn- T e
veg, Vel ye wai "dnd apboarrithehod- 2 Tim
lpeinodpia. 'mlmnlﬁﬂmhw 0 Tile Sk rodivormpiov tottovdy  Sud rolvo mivra dmopséves Buk toi

awiprinanivalopy fapoiaon, iy’ dob
Déhogey

ol Bhveov, & fovtv Xpuarc év iy,

idwrel, Tua wal ol swenplag ri-

preseraly seen i tempurary but what i
ctornal * 8 For we

2 Saviar, the Lond Jeso Chrise. ¥ He
will ufrm the body of s hisnili-

ke thar if the earthly tent we love in
s destroyed, we have 3 building from
Giond, a howse not made with hands,
cvernal in the beaves. ?For in this seat
we graan, longing to be clothed wath
our dwelling from heaven—3if indeed,
when we have put ot on® we will nce be
found maked. 4 For while we arc will in

ation that it may be conle d 1o the

the Lard, becaise God chose you as
ihe ﬁm fruies" for salvation through

hm!y nrlu..jmlqdu— pomer that alus
emables ke all things subjeet

and through
hl-n‘lmhrmllh ¥ For his purpos he

10 himself.
Col 1:27
Tos theem Ceand chiorse 1o make krsown how

great among the Gentiles are the riches
of the glory of this mystcry, which 1

the gocd niews, 50 that you may obtain
the glary of our Land Jeves Chem,
2 Tim 2:10
Therefore | endure everything for cthe
sake of the clext, so that they nsay alo
abtain the salvation that s in Christ
Jesus, with erenal glosy.
Titas 2:13
while we wait for the Besscd bape and
the mamifestation of the glary of our
rear God and Savio, Josus Christ.
OF Rom B30 #23-24; 1 Cor 28-% Eph
Wb 2 Thess 1110=0E
S ahus § B9 The Returmaction of the

you Aproclaim the message; be per-
sistent whetber the rinse is favorshle
ar undamesble; comvinge, rebuke, and
encourage, with the wmost patience
inteachieg.

2 Tim 4:5
Froe now on there is reserved for me
the crown of

Lard, the righteous fudge
e on that day, and not o
bt also e all who have Iullgrd for his
appeang

Acts 17:50-31

ixbioacin AN inrebieantia,  Lhnlc ¢ Boknc o i v Xpiam Irpood uech S66rc this tent, we groan under ou burden,  Of 1h¢ &
lva;:uuaﬂ\!ea\-mé\« b e . Col 3:3-4 aluwwiov, becaune we wish ot to be wnclothed  Chriv in you, the hope of gloey
#6 8¢ varepyandpievos, AplS G BT ga e ao i dpdwtpe- Tirus 2613 bt to be Farther clatbed, so that what — ¢q] 3:34
webeo fed. 4 Sods fgiiv e iyl T ,w,ox,ﬂ,hmw.am spoficylyieven vir paapley el o mostalmay be wwallowed Up by 6. o g e i, amd o s e
o0 xvelptoc. & Xpuatd B, f L "bpdv, i B ¢ He who has prepared s for IRE VEV iy, Oy in God, 8 When Chrise who
Phil 3:20-21 : Mg wal Hpdv thin s God, whohasgiven s the St iy ! lfe is evesled, then you o
A yitp t mokirevpa év opavls *"W Cttom 123 922-20 | Cor26-8iEoh : ¥ £ will be pevealed withs him in glory
ondpes ol oustpa BB 2 Thess 2:13-14 TAEIR o 1 Phil 3:20-21 2 Thess 2:13-14
e a0 § 59 The Revurrection of the Best ous citrenship i in beaven, and L v thanks s Gl
b ﬁ u‘ By st it in from there that we are expecting 0= LR e
94. The Judgment Seat of Christ o 94. The Judgment Seat of Christ
Rom 2:16 bin 5 Rom 2:16 ane will receive commsendation from
v ippg Bre wpiver & Bei th wpumrh uwwm*m!w dnd rob Beod. ﬁwvhm i e aan the day wh God.
i vlpdreu v 15 ebayyélbe 3 oo g s—w l'.\r.{nu ooy, nopmaiheaoy, iv pel, God, through Jesus Chais, 1 Cor 5:£-10
yow Bk “Xpuared Tnecd" i vaiclbbeghn o0 Hampodoul i Sebanrfl. Fodpe the socr thomghes of all. S we are ahways confident; even
Rom 14:10-12 anmmwm.m 2 Tim 4:8 Rom 14:10-12 though we know that while we are ar
[\'deww'wl:(hri&Mpbrmﬁm & ol m.wv 75 lwnucw RE- h-nuamnmipm 5¢&mm Why do you pass judgment an your  home i the body we are away feom
Ay brather or sester? Or you, why do o the Luu)—’{nrvw-—llkhhl , not
wo & .' b e s éwciv T fpg.  Siwaos epecs, oi despise your brother or sister? For we by stght. 8¥es, we do b i
"M “mm-ﬁﬂulm:\ém i i v be  pilv 3l i i frya will all stand before the jodgment sear  and we would rather be aveay from the
wipucs, I ol e vy wal - xbpiov. P v pcba, cite  Enudon sy Empd of God * 1 For it s written, “As | e, bosdy and at homse with the Lond. %50
nboa yh £ o B e bnbapoiviec. ebbpoeral Acts 17:30-31 ways the Land, every kiner shall how 1o whether we are ar home or awag, we
od] =] il clvar " toix ydp i o . me, and every tongue shall give praise :;alnr-m-r---ulr-:;:h;:- e all
B [ Be]. il & o God,” B5a of ik will s mu: ar the judgmens
My 100 Rpnotod, va epiontas funooq g4 1550 & Bed. v v mapayyihia roic B T ot b e dem e e nive
1 Cor 4:3- S0 nod opuarog mpd & Enpakiev, el BYOpURCes Rveag saviayod peravod, what has been d
iy b s M ahim amnaey fdpav év fi pilhn 1 Cor 4:3-5 the by, wherher good or eviL.
.»wm M-bmﬂwg[\mﬁ,ﬁm wptveny vl sbouabvi by Bumaosing, b Bast with me it bs & very small thing
s odumwbr uuuim Eph 6:8 vl g Gipacey, miomrv mapasyiny mlony hat 1 sboubd be ,..Ju.j by youor by Eph 6:8
; dvaarricas aithv dn vk, any b e hatever g we o, we

Muwpﬂl.ﬂﬂmwlvww!ﬁplﬁ
damev. % Goe juh 2 wapod 1 wplvere
o e EN xpros, Bgwal grion T
punrl o okGros wal pavipion b

2 €08 ouboupre D]

Byz 2 Thess 2118 amagyv B 33, 1739 1881 ] m

AD 3Ty
1

vz Mom 1400 feow R* A B O™ D 1739) Xporou B O

v, roda aploran napd wwpiou et
Bedhag afre thaddupoc.
2 Tim 4:1-2

Aupapripoan dwimov tod Beol wai
Npsamod I rod pANSVTO; Kpivey
Giveng marl vexpol, vl oy imspdvoay

L

€01 Cer 10175 Phl £10-11; ol
21
Sex ol § B8 The Sciond Cirming of
Chrnt; & 96 The Rigimeosa Judgmen of
God.

evlooapevor PR BCD 10, 1739, 1551 fyr  Coldoh oy @~ RC DV 35, 1381 a0 D 1735
§94 Rom 218 Xpurroe Inoce [N B] Inoou Xpiocou N
haLI e

Buman ignosance, now he commands
all pevple everpwhere to repent, 3 be-
e he b fved 3 day ors which he will

myself. 41 am not aware of anything
against myself, but | am not herchy
acquited s the Lo who judgesave.

will peceive he wame again from the
Lord, whether we ase slaves or free.

2 Tim 4:1-2

befonu'hulm before the Lord coanes.
swhes will it o light the thirgs s
hidden in darkness and will disclase
the parposcs of the hears. ‘Then cach

of God and af Chrise
judge the living and
view of his appear-
ing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge

iy & man whomm he has appaineed, and
of this be has ghem assrance to ol by
raising him from the dead.
€01 Cor 1H0-07 PR 210-11; €l
132
‘See also § B8 The Sexnnd Coming of
Chaint § 58 The Righaeoun hugmest of
God

*3Cordth Tramalation differs from NRSY 2 or53 prat it ow A firw ancient authositics read taken it off ¢ Cor 52-
3 Trambacions diffces froen NRSY  1€olaA your Other ancaent suthocitics resd cur 42 Thess 208 as b firs frits. Other
ancient authoritics read from the begmming 594 *Rom 216 fesws Christ Other ancient suthoritics read Cheist

Jesis VR 1

sod Other a

ies resd of C)

m



